Cherry Valley City Council Meeting
Cherry Valley City Hall

166 Highway 1B

Cherry Valley, AR 72324

September 8, 2020
On September 8, 2020, the City of Cherry Valley meet for its regular City Council meeting.  Present were Mayor Adam Love, Council Member Earnest Meredith, Council Member James DeWitt, and Recorder Treasurer Stacey Bennett, with Council Member Roy Dorris arriving at 6:05 pm
Visitors: Josh Stricklin
The meeting was opened with prayer by Council Member James DeWitt Jr.

On a motion made by Council Member Meredith, seconded by Council Member DeWitt to approve the August 11, 2020 minutes as read. 3 for 0 against 
On a motion made by Council Member DeWitt, seconded by Council Member Meredith to approve the Financial Statement and paying of bills. 3 for 0 against 

Visitor – Josh strickling inquired about why the city went to a 1,000-gallon minimum water usage instead of leaving it at the 2,000 gallons.  The mayor explained the city had a rate study and Arkansas Rural Water Association (ARWA) made the recommendation for the change to meet the requirements for operation. 
Street– A.W. Curtis informed the council that the part-time summer help has left to go back to college.  Mowing will still need to be done around the city.  A.W. Curtis, Jamie Walls and William White are willing to step in and finish the year out. The council was in agreeance with them finishing the year out.
On a motion made by Council member Meredith, seconded by council member DeWitt to pay A.W. Curtis, Jamie Walls, and William White $15.00 an hour to mow within the city for the remainder of the year.  
City Trunk or Treat – Recorder-Treasurer Stacey Bennett discussed if the city wanted to continue the annual trunk or teat or cancel due to COVID-19.  

On a motion made by Council Member Meredith, seconded by Council Member DeWitt to continue with the Trunk or Treat. 3 for 0 against 
City Website – Ace One Technologies sent over a design of the website for the city council to view.  The council wants to proceed with the layout of the website as presented.  
Presidential Executive Order – Recorder-Treasurer Stacey Bennett spoke with the council regarding the executive order signed by the president to exclude payroll taxes from payroll checks.  This would include the time frame from September 1, 2020 – December 31, 2020.  If congress does not forgive these taxes the taxes would need to be paid back in the time from January 1, 2021 – April 30, 2021.  Those that opt out will be required to pay double the payroll taxes starting in 2021 and if the employee was to leave the city prior to all the taxes being paid back the city would be liable.  

On a motion made by Council Member Meredith, seconded by Council Member DeWitt to not exclude any taxes from an employee’s payroll check.  3 for 0 against.  
Lawsuit – A former employee is in a lawsuit and the employee and mayor have a mediation meeting with the attorneys.  The mayor needs approval from the council to speak on behalf of the city without the council being present during the meeting.
On a motion made by Council member DeWitt, seconded Council member Meredith to approve Mayor Adam Love to speak on behalf of the city without council present on the lawsuit.  3 for 0 against. 
On a motion made by Council Member Meredith, seconded by Council Member DeWitt to adjourn at 7:02 pm. 3 for 0 against
Next meeting will be October 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.
_____________________________


_____________________________

Stacey Bennett, Recorder Treasurer


Adam Love, Mayor

Minutes approved on this ________ day of _________________, 2020

